
Second Week Prayer Units   
Prayer Unit 18  

 
 

Theme: According to the unique circumstances of my life (i.e., health, social 
environment, finances, personality, time, family character, gifts, 
feedback from others, desires, etc.), Jesus desires that I consciously 
cooperate with others in the enterprise of his Spirit and the desire of his 
Abba. 

Grace: To ask for what I desire -- enlightenment concerning the area(s) of my 
living that require decisions at this time; and enough freedom to know 
and make choices in harmony with God's desires for me. 

 
Prayer Texts: 
 
The prayer material of a) and b) is intended as a help to discover the matter around which 
God desires that I make a decision at this time. If this is not appropriate here, I can choose 
two texts from the additional readings below. Prayer exercise c) is a meditation to help in 
the same way; but it will also show me whether or not I am ready now to enter into the 
decision-making process. 

a) I imagine a person before me, one whom I have never met before. S/he is seeking my 
advice concerning the areas of her/his life that call for some decision-making. I listen as s/he 
talks to me. S/he describes all her/his experiences of the Spiritual Exercises from the 
beginning until this time -- the insights, the graces received, the desires welling-up in her/his 
heart, the urging, the difficulties, etc. -- and asks for my opinion as to what areas need 
decisions. I help clarify things for her/him. Then I dialogue with Jesus about it. 

b) I imagine myself several years from now at the point of death. With the freedom and 
clarity of this vantage point, what material do I wish I would have considered for decision-
making during the weeks of these Spiritual Exercises:  job?  family?  apostolate?  recreation? 
lifestyle?  I dialogue with Jesus about it.  
  

c) Three Classes  
                      of Persons 

[150]-[157] with the Triple Colloquy. 

d) Jn 1:35-51 Call of the apostles. 

e) Lk 5:1-Il Call of Peter 

f) Repetition   

 
 
 



Additional Readings for reflection outside prayer times: 
Matthew Chapters 5 through 7  ---   Sermon on the Mount. 

Lk 9:59;  Lk 12:16-21;  Mt 7:21;  Mt 13:45-46;  Mt 19:16-22  
Mt 19:27-30;  Mt 25:24-25;  Mk 12:41-44 

 

Responding to my challenge to him to mortify and go against his personal pattern of 
operating, my friend wisely replied, "I don't want to do mortification.  

I don't want to focus on this as a battle to be fully engaged in and won -- because the battle 
comes out of a paradigm of enmity. I want to change the paradigm to one of friendship; and 

then, instead of conquering the enemy territory and leaving it in ruins,  
I am invited to walk in it as a friend." 

-- David Howells 

 

 

 

 

 


