
Second Week Prayer Units   
Prayer Unit 20  

 

Theme: Jesus' public ministry -- he confronts the unjust social structures of his day. 

Grace: To ask for what I desire -- a deep-felt knowledge of God become human for me 
so that I might love Jesus more and follow his Spirit more closely. 

Prayer Texts: 
  

a) Three Kinds  
                 of Humility 

The third kind of humility is often experienced by those who 
carry out their Christian calling in the public domain. 

b) Mk 2:23-28;   
                     Lk 6:6-11 

Jesus confronts the unjust structures imposed by the Pharisees -- 
"The Sabbath is made for people and not people for the 
Sabbath." 

c) Mt 23:1-19 Jesus preached not only against their personal hypocrisy but also 
against those structures that kept people oppressed. 

d) Jn 2:13-22 Jesus casts the vendors out of the temple. 

e) Repetition   

f) Repetition or the Application of Senses. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Additional Readings for reflection outside prayer times: 
  

Lk 4:14-22 Jesus declares his mission -- God has sent me to proclaim liberty 
to captives. 

Lk 7:18-23 Jesus explains his mission and work. 

Lev 19:1-2,  11-18  You must not exploit or rob ... you must love your neighbour as 
yourself. 

Is 1:10-26 What do I care about your sacrifices? Make justice your own ... 
redress the wronged. 

Is 58:1-12 The fast that pleases me is to break the unjust shackles and undo 
the thongs of the yoke. 

Is 61 The Spirit of God is upon me to proclaim justice ... they will be 
called oaks of justice. 

Is 65:17-25 A vision of a renewed world -- no longer shall there be an infant 
who lives but a few days ... wolf and lamb shall feed together. 

Lk 16:19-31 Parable of the rich man and Lazarus. 

  
 

To Follow Jesus Completely 

My Lord Jesus, may I love you completely with my entire self and embrace totally and without 
hesitation whatever you embraced. Therefore may I love the world as you loved it and abhor worldly 

wisdom of falseness, greed and pride as you abhorred them. 

As persons, living according to worldly wisdom, love and eagerly seek approval of others, a good 
reputation, status and "the good life;" may I loyally follow you and eagerly desire the contrary. 

I love you so much and so appreciate what you have done for me that I desire to be like you in all 
things. I desire to live life in your skin — that is, to use your approach in my choices leaving myself 

open to experience the consequences you experienced. 

Therefore if it could be done without hurting anyone else or disappointing our Caring God, I desire to 
be insulted, rejected, and written off as a nobody in order to be more like you, my loving Lord Jesus, 

and follow more closely in your footsteps. You are the true way that leads us to life. If worldly 
wisdom can make its adherents greedily love the approval of others, status, riches, pursuit of the 

illusions of one's ego how much more can you make your followers love integrity, poverty, rejection 
and the cross! 

--- adapted from a prayer from the Liber Devotionum 
 
 
 


