
Prayer Unit 3 

Theme: God desires to forgive me. 

Grace: To ask for what I desire -- a deep awareness of God's eagerness to forgive. 

Prayer Texts: 
  

a) Psalm 103  No less than the height of heaven is the greatness of God's love. 

b) Isaiah 55:1-13 All you who are thirsty come to the water ... my thoughts are not your 
thoughts ... God is generous in forgiving. 

c) Luke 5:12-14 Jesus' eagerness to heal the leper is the sign of his Abba's eagerness to 
heal and forgive ... "Of course, I want to!" 

d) Luke 15:11-32 The prodigal son and the prodigal father. 

e) 2 Corinthians 5:17-21 It is all God's work ... for our sake God made the sinless one to be sin. 

f) Repetition of any of the above passages or parts of the above that you have found 
comforting and/or disconcerting. 

We live our lives within the context of struggle between good and evil. The sin situation is so mysterious that 
God, out of love, must reveal its presence because we are blind to the subtle ways it penetrates human life. So 
blind are we to its presence that we continually attempt to do battle with the evil by ourselves -- without God's 
help. Often we attempt to "fix ourselves" before we allow God to accept us with a forgiving love. Such an 
attempt always fails because: 

 "... without me you can do nothing!" (John 15:5) 

 "Love consists in this: not that we have loved God,  
but that God has loved us...." (1John 4:10) 

The Spiritual Exercises are like a new car. They are filled with complexities too hard to understand. They are an 
investment. They are acquired as a symbol of status. They require time, polishing, attention, money. But they 

may also be used simply to get you to where you need to be.  
 -- David Howells 

Additional Readings for reflection outside prayer times: 
  

Psalm 136  Thanksgiving for the everlasting love of God. 

Luke 15:1-10  Parables of the lost sheep and lost coin. 

1 John 1:5—2:2 If we acknowledge our sins, the Just One can be trusted to forgive us. 

Romans 5:12-21 Sin through Adam ... grace and life through Jesus. 

Romans 8:28-39 Is it possible that God, who did not spare Jesus, would not be on our 
side? 

Revelation 7:9-17 God will lead them to life-giving water. 

 


