
Second Week Prayer Units   
Prayer Unit 17  

 

Theme: The more we to notice the Spirit's urgings leading us to hear God's call in the 
concrete and practical dimensions of our living, the more we experience the tug 
of riches, the desire for esteem, and the desire for independence. In seeking to 
imitate Jesus more effectively, we hope to become more dependent on God 
than on anything we are or possess. 

Grace: To ask for what I desire -- a growing ability to recognize the deceits of Satan in 
the decisions I make and the strength to guard myself against them. I also ask 
for a deepening knowledge of Jesus, my Lord and Saviour, so that I may make 
decisions according to his standard and approach. 

Prayer Texts: 
 
In the a), b) and f) texts below, use a slightly different method of prayer -- begin with more of a 
rumination with God. In the other periods, begin with Gospel Contemplation. 

a) Two Standards with the Triple Colloquy. Pay attention to the first part of the 
exercise and try to see the application of this both to yourself as 
an individual and to yourself as a person being influenced by 
your own culture. 

b) Two Standards  with the Triple Colloquy. Pay more attention here to the second 
part of the exercise. Try to see the application of this in the 
unique circumstances of your life. 

c) Lk 6:17-23 The beatitudes express the standard of Jesus. Enter into the 
event that is described. Be present and listen as Jesus is 
speaking. Allow his words to affect you. The beatitudes are not a 
list of what you must achieve before God. Rather they are a 
description of how God sees you when you have entered a deep 
relationship with Jesus. 

d) Repetition  or   
                  Lk 18:18-30 

 
The call of the rich person with the Triple Colloquy. 

e) Repetition with the Triple Colloquy. 

f) Three Classes   
                    of Persons 

 
[149]-[156]; read carefully notation [157]. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Additional Readings for reflection outside prayer times: 
  

Mt 13:24-30,  36-43 Parable of the weeds and the wheat; both weeds and wheat 
exist within us individually and within the social structures of our 
world. 

Mk 6:17-44 The image of the two banquets is the image of the two 
standards. 

Mk 10:35-45 Generous persons like James and John often seek to follow Jesus 
out of a desire for significance. 

1Pt 2:1—3:17 Peter applies the call to poverty of spirit to persons of his 
culture? How does this apply to me and my culture? 

  
 
 
 

 
Even during the high tide of our passing time, we still keep on arranging that elegant tie which 

presents us formally to the indifferent world. 

-- from "Reflections and Preoccupations" by Jaroslav Havelka 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Additional Readings for reflection outside prayer times:  
  



Mt 13:54-56 Jesus was known and recognized to be the carpenter's son, and 
so his own people would be really surprised in later years when 
he spoke with authority. 

Phil 2:1-5  Jesus had to learn how to get along with others and not be 
motivated by rivalry or conceit. Paul asks us to do the same. 

Col 3:12-21 The context of Paul's teaching for us is also the context in which 
Jesus grew up. 

Heb 2:14-18 Jesus had to become like us in every way. 

Ps 42 This psalm may very well have expressed Jesus's feelings as he 
kept pondering his temple experience at the age of twelve: "My 
soul longs for you, O my God ... I remember when I went with 
the throng to your house ... 

Ps 63:1-8 thus have I gazed toward you in the holy place to see your 
glory." 

 


