
The O Antiphons
A Journey in Advent 



O Wisdom, O holy Word of God, you govern all creation with your strong yet 
tender care. Come and show your people the way to salvation.   

The spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him: a spirit of wisdom and of understanding, a 
spirit of counsel and of strength, a spirit of knowledge and fear of the Lord, and his 
delight shall be the fear of the Lord. (Isaiah 11:2-3) 

Wonderful is His counsel and great is His wisdom. (Isaiah 28:29) 

You came forth from the mouth of the Most High, and reaching from beginning 
to end You ordered all things mightily and sweetly. Come, and teach us the way 
of prudence (Isaiah 40:14). 

Click here for a link to various sung versions of O Sapientia. 

O Sapientia 
17th  December 

https://youtu.be/4fXh55I2zDk


O sacred Lord of ancient Israel, who showed yourself to Moses in the burning bush, 
who gave him the holy law on Sinai mountain: come, stretch out your mighty hand to 
set us free.  

He shall judge the poor with justice, and decide aright for the lands afflicted. He shall strike 
the ruthless with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall slay the 
wicked. Justice shall be the band around his waist, and faithfulness a belt upon his hips. 
(Isaiah 11:4-5)  

Indeed the Lord will be there with us, majestic; yes the Lord our judge, the Lord our 
lawgiver, the Lord our king, he it is who will save us. (Isaiah 33:22) 

O Adonai (Exod 3:14) and Ruler of the house of Israel (Matthew 2:6; Micah 5:1; 
2 Samuel 5:2), You appeared to Moses in the fire of the burning bush (Exodus 
3:2) and on Mount Sinai gave him Your Law (Exodus 20). Come, and with an 
outstretched arm redeem us (Jeremiah 32:21). 

Click here for a link to a sung version of O Adonai.

O  Adonai

My Lord and My God by Bridget A Braybrookes 
Used with permission.  

18th December 

https://youtu.be/cw54wqZaQ_k
http://bridgetbraybrooksart.co.uk/


O Flower of Jesse's stem, you have been raised up as a sign for 
all peoples; kings stand silent in your presence; the nations bow 
down in worship before you. Come, let nothing keep you from 
coming to our aid.  

But a shoot shall sprout from the stump of Jesse, and from his roots a 
bud shall blossom. (Isaiah 11:1)  

On that day, the root of Jesse, set up as a signal for the nations, the 
Gentiles shall seek out, for his dwelling shall be glorious. (Isaiah 11:10) 

O Root of Jesse (Isaiah 11:1), You stand for the ensign of mankind 
(Isaiah 11:10); before You kings shall keep silence and to You all 
nations shall have recourse (Isaiah 52:15). Come, save us, and do 
not delay (Habakkuk 2:3). 

Click here for a link to a sung version of O Radix Jesse.

O Radix Jesse

Photograph by Sr Maureen CSF 
Used with permission.

19th December 

https://youtu.be/B0fXxkqjh6U


O Key of David, O royal Power of Israel controlling at your will the gate of Heaven: 
Come, break down the prison walls of death for those who dwell in darkness and the 
shadow of death; and lead your captive people into freedom.  

I will place the Key of the House of David on His shoulder; when he opens, no one will shut, 
when he shuts, no one will open. (Isaiah 22:22) 

His dominion is vast and forever peaceful, from David’s throne, and over His kingdom, which he 
confirms and sustains by judgment and justice, both now and forever. (Isaiah 9:6) 

O Key of David (Isaiah 22:22; Revelation 3:7) and Scepter of the house of Israel 
(Numbers 24:17): You open and no man closes; you close and no man opens (Isaiah 
22:22). Come, and deliver him from the chains of prison who sits in darkness and in 
the shadow of death (Psalm 107:10). 

Click here for a link to a sung version of O Clavis David. 

O Clavis David
20th December 

https://youtu.be/-t4J3jpbrzg


O Radiant Dawn, splendour of eternal light, sun of justice: come, shine 
on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death.  

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; upon those who 
dwelt in the land of gloom a light has shown. (Isaiah 9:1) 

O Rising Dawn (Jeremiah  23:5; Zechariah 3:8; 6:12), Radiance of 
the Light eternal (Habakkuk 3:4; Hebrews 1:3) and Sun of Justice 
(Malachi 3:20): come, and enlighten those who sit in darkness and in 
the shadow of death (Psalm 107:10; Luke 1:78). 

Click here for a link to a sung version of O Oriens. 

O Oriens

New Every Morning is Your Love by Karen Herrick, Harlequin Arts

21st December 

https://youtu.be/1BsZH7e27Dg
https://www.harlequinarts.co.uk/


O King of all the nations, the only joy of every human heart; O Keystone of the 
mighty arch of man, come and save the creature you fashioned from the dust.  

For a child is born to us, a son is given us; upon his shoulder dominion rests. They name 
him Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. (Isaiah 9:5) 

He shall judge between the nations, and impose terms on many peoples. They shall beat 
their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks; one nation shall not 
raise the sword against another, nor shall they train for war again. (Isaiah 2:4) 

O King of the Gentiles (Jeremiah 10:7; Haggai 2:7), and the Desired of all,  
You are the Cornerstone that binds two into one (Isaiah 28:16; Matthew 
21:42; Ephesians 2:20). Come, and save man whom You fashioned out of clay 
(Genesis 2:7). 

Click here for a link to a sung version of O Rex Gentium. 

O Rex Gentium

Photo by Sally Wallace Jones Uses with permission 

22nd December 

https://youtu.be/Xd3QaB4fimM


O Emmanuel, king and lawgiver, desire of the nations, Saviour of all 
people, come and set us free, Lord our God.  

The Lord himself will give you this sign: the Virgin shall be with child, and 
bear a son, and shall name him Emmanuel. 

O Emmanuel (Isaiah 7:14; 8:8; Luke 1:31-33), our King and 
Lawgiver (Genesis 49:10; cf. Ezekiel 21:32), the Expected of the 
nations and their Saviour (Isaiah 33:22): Come, and save us, O 
Lord our God.  

Click here for a link to a sung version of O Emmanuel. 

O Emmanuel
23rd  December 

https://youtu.be/03CxW_nF6cg


Image by Wendy Oldershaw Used with permission 
Words adapted from https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/activities/ and  
https://www.catholiceducation.org/en/culture/catholic-contributions/what-are-the.html

O come to my heart, Lord Jesus. There is room in my heart for thee.  


